Results of the 1993 National Resident Matching Program.
The 1993 NRMP results reveal a 19% increase in positions filled in family practice residencies compared to 1992 (2,002 versus 1,658) and a 17% increase in positions filled by US seniors (1,636 versus 1,398). Similarly, 11% more positions were filled on July 1, 1993, than 1992 (2,798 versus 2,530). This confirms a trend begun in 1992 of increased interest in careers in family practice, reversing four years of declining interest from 1988 to 1991. Two hundred one fewer US seniors matched in internal medicine, while 36 more chose pediatrics. Of students entering residency training in the generalist disciplines, it is expected that 27% of the class of 1993 (LCME-accredited medical schools) will practice as generalists. An increase of 9% of first-year positions offered, and the development of 15% new ACGME-accredited family practice residency programs, could accommodate 20% of the nation's graduates of LCME- and AOA-accredited medical schools. With increasing interest in careers in family practice, increased support for the nation's family practice residency programs is critical.